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1.0 Purpose 
     The purpose of this standard procedure is to ensure the safe disposal of 

spilled/dropped/out of date medication. 
 
 
2.0 Scope 
      Cheshire Ireland services/centres where medication is managed. 
 
 
3.0 Responsibility 

• It is the responsibility of all staff who administers medication to follow 
this standard procedure. 

• It is the responsibility of service managers to ensure staff are familiar 
with the standard procedure and to monitor compliance. 

 
 
4.0 Definitions 
       N/A 
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5.0 Procedure: 
 

• Medications spilled/dropped will be disposed of with care by the staff 
member. 

• In the case of liquid medication, these will be cleaned up in accordance 
with local health and safety requirements e.g. appropriate signs to indicate 
spillage. 

• Records of spillages/dropped medications and their disposal should be 
documented clearly in the services user’s personal record. 

• If the spillage/dropping of medication renders the person’s medication 
supply short, the staff member will ensure that this situation is rectified as 
soon as practically possible. 

• Where the NOMAD /Blister pack system is in use, the waste medication 
must be placed in a Tabag, supplied with the NOMAD/ Blister pack 
system. The Tabag return forms can be used to count and record the 
medication being returned to the pharmacy. 

• Any medication that has expired, is short dated, or is no longer needed by 
the Cheshire service user, should be returned to the relevant pharmacy 
and a signed record made of this in the relevant service user’s personal 
record. 
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7.0 Appendices 
 


